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INTRODUCTORY. 


A  meeting  of  citizens  called  by  notices  from  the  pnli)its  on  the  Sabl^ath 
previous,  was  held  in  tiie  Town  Hall,  Billerica,  June  0,  1870,  to  see  what  measures 
should  be  taken  for  the  tit  celebration  of  the  coming  Fourth  of  July,  the  nation's 
Centennial. 

After  consultation,  the  following  Committee  of  Arrangements  : 

Hon.  Ceo.  P.  Elliott,  Cliainnan. 

Alijkut  1).  Stanton,  Secretary. 
Allan  Bottomly,  Dea.  8.  H.  King, 

I)ea.  Edward  Spaulding,  J.  0.  Eichakdson, 

Joseph  JAtjuiTii,  Geo.  E.  S.  Kinney, 

C.  H.  Talhot,  Wm.  S.  Gleason, 

F.  P.  Hill,  ])k.  Geo.  A.  Mlnroe, 

C.  H.  Hill,  E.  F.  Dickinson, 

L.  G.  Bryant,  Anthony  Jones, 

CiiAS.  W.  Lund,  F.  A,  Morey, 

Was  appointed,  with  full  powers  to  make  such  provision  as  they  found  practicable 
and  expedient  at  so  late  a  day.  They  were  fortunately  able  to  secure  the  services 
of  the  Kev.  Elias  Nasoii  to  give  the  oration,  and  other  arrangements  will  be 
indicated  in  the  following  brief  account  of  the  exercises. 

The  celebration  Avas  held  in  a  beautiful  pine  grove  on  the  farm  of  (iardiner 
I'arker,  Esq.,  beside  the  Concord  River,  near  the  Carlisle  road.  The  intense 
heat,  opi)ressive  in  many  places,  was  tempered  by  a  fresli  breeze  here,  and  the 
day  was  delighful  for  such  a  commemoration.  Seats  and  stands  for  the  orator 
and  musicians  were  provided  by  the  town,  bountiful  tables  w-ere  spread  by  the 
ladies,  and  all  was  made  very  attractive  to  the  goodly  company  of  old  and  young 
assembled. 

At  ten  o'clock,  the  Hon.  George  P.  Elliott,  president  of  the  day,  called  the 
meeting  to  order  and  in  brief  words  suggested  the  great  significance  of  the  day 
and  the  hopes  of  the  new  century  opening  before  the  nation. 

Prayer  was  otYered  by  the  Hev.  C.  C.  Hussey,  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence was  read  by  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  principal  of  the  Howe  School,  and  the 
Kev.  Elias  Nason  delivered  the  following  oration,  which  held  the  close  and 
unwearied  attention  of  the  audience  to  its  close. 
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After  the  recess  which  was  then  taken  for  diinier,  the  exerei^^es  were 
re^iunuMl,  and  Mr.  Fre<leriek  P.  Hill,  toa:^tnnlt.ter,  offered  tlie  following  senti- 
ments, which  were  accompanied  by  some  very  pleasant  speaking: 

"The  Day  we  Celebrate/'  responded  to  by  the  Rev.  C.  V.  11.  Nason. 

"  Our  Country,"  responded  to  by  the  Hev.  C.  C.  Ilussey. 

"Our  Country's  rresident,"  responded  to  by  the  Kev.  W.  II.  Fish. 

"  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,"  responded  to  by  Dr.  F.  V.  "Noyes. 

"The  Honorable  Old  Town  of  Hillerica,"  resi)onded  to  by  L.  W.  Faulkner, 

Fsq. 

"Our  Pilgrim  and  Puritan  Ancestors,"  responded  to  by  the  Kev.  H.  A. 
llazen. 

"  The  ^ledical  Profession,"  responded  to  by  Dr.  (Jeo.  A.  IMunroe. 

"  The  Concord  Kiver,"  responded  to  by  a  jxieni  written  by  Dr.  1).  I'arker. 

"  The  Ladies,"  resi)onded  to  by  W.  W.  Warren,  Fsq. 

"  The  Spirit  of  '7(f*,"  responded  to  by  the  I5and. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  other  toasts,  as  io  "The  Clergy,"  "The 
Public  Schools,"  "  The  l*ress,"  &c.,  were  omitted. 

A  concert  and  fireworks  in  the  evening  closed  a  (hiy  which  ail  must  remem- 
ber w  ith  pleasure. 


ORATION 


J\Iu.  Pkksidext,  Ladies  AND  Gentlemen  : 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  emotions  that  we  assemble  in  this  cliarming  grove  on 
the  margin  of  the  Concord  Kiver  and  in  the  full  bloom  and  beauty  of  the  year, 
to  commemorate  the  centennial  birthday  of  our  national  freedom. 

One  hundred  years  have  rolled  away  since  the  grand  old  Declaration  of 
Independence,  just  now  so  well  read  to  you,  was  amidst  the  ringing  of  I  ells  and 
pealing  of  artillery,  proclaimed  to  a  brave  people  then  in  arms  and  pledging  life 
and  sacred  honor  to  sustain  the  cause  of  civil  liberty. 

They  did  sustain  it.  By  wisdom,  valor,  hardship,  sacrifice,  which  command 
the  admiration  of  the  world,  they  waded  through  a  seven  years'  bloody  war, 
most  gloriously  won  their  title  to  be  free,  and  laid,  with  unsullied  hands,  the 
corner  stone  of  the  nujjestic  temple  of  our  civil  grandeur,  which,  after  the  storm- 
beats  of  a  century,  rises  still  resplendently,  the  hope  of  nations,  and  bears  upon 
its  massive  walls,  "  Salvation,"  on  its  golden  portals,  "  Praise." 

It  would  be  a  most  delightful  task  to  trace  the  j)rogress  of  our  nation  in 
respect  to  science,  literature,  art,  mechanical  invention  and  industrial  enterprise, 
from  the  ringing  of  the  old  Liberty  bell  in  rhiladeli)hia  on  the  natal  morn  of 
freedom  to  the  magnificent  centennial  display  of  the  resources  of  our  country  in 
that  city  at  the  present  time,  but  it  seems  more  ai)propriate  to  this  occasion,  and 
it  is  also  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  executive,  that 
omitting  such  an  inspiring  theme,  I  should  rather  turn  your  th(;ughts  to  some 
special  points  in  our  own  local  history,  which  though  of  minor  consequence,  still 
may  come  in  as  a  mosaic,  etching,  or  rosette,  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  the 
national  temple,  and  which  though  familiar  to  you,  Avill,  1  think,  from  ties  of  con- 
sanguinity and  proximity  of  place,  ever  command  your  attention  and  respect. 

For  name  and  situation  the  town  of  Billerica  is  very  beautiful.  It  was  so 
called,  you  are  aware,  from  Billericay  in  ICssex  County,  lOngland,  whence  some 
of  its  early  settlers  came,  rronouncc  it  as  you  will,  "  Billericky,"  "  Billeracky," 
Billereiky,"  the  origin  of  the  word  is  r///a  r/ca,  a  rich  village;  and  rich  indeed 
this  village  is  in  local  scenery  —  hill  and  glade  and  river;  local  story  —  Indian, 
French,  and  revolutionary ;  in  jiatriotism,  intelligence  and  every  social  virtue. 
It  is  worthy  of  its  fair  classic  name.  Like  Billericay  in  England  it  is  built  upon 
an  eminence  which  overlooks  the  valley  of  the  Merrimack  ]\iver,  as  that  the 
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valley  of  the  Thames,  and  the  number  of  people  in  the  Knglisli  and  tlie 
Ameriean  Billeriea  is  now  just  about  the  same.  As  an  aekllo^\  ledgenient  of  the 
honor  done  to  her  by  the  adoption  of  lier  name,  the  mother  town  sent  to  her 
only  daughter  a  eliurch  bell  on  which  was  inscribed:  "The  people  of  Billericay, 
England,  to  the  people  of  Billerica,  New  England,"  and  its  clear,  silvery  tones 
long  announced  from  tlie  old  belfry  on  the  common  the  hour  of  ])ra3  er,  or  the 
departure  of  a  soul. 

Originally  the  extensive  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  Shawshine,  and  between 
the  Concord  and  the  Merrimack  Rivers  bore  the  euphoneous  Indian  name  of 
Shawshin  —  meaning  "serpentine/'  or  "meandering,"  and  it  was  called  the 
"  Shawshin  country."  It  was  the  frontier  of  t'amljridge  on  the  northwest;  and 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Concord  with  the  Merrimack  Kiver  dwelt  the 
Waiuesit  Indians,  who  under  their  [jaeific  chieftain,  I'assaeonaway,  maintained  a 
friendly  intercourse  with  the  few  Ihiglish  adventurers  who  liad  established 
trading-posts  along  these  rivers. 

In  1G42  the  land  was  partially  surveyed  by  Capt.  Simon  Willard  and  con- 
ditionally granted  to  the  town  of  Cambridge.  The  Kev.  John  Kliot  made  his 
first  visit  to  the  Wamesit  Indians  in  1G47,  and  it  is  probal)le  that  settlements 
were  commenced  in  this  locality  as  early  as  the  middle  of  the  17th  century.  It 
appears  that  in  January,  1G54,  the  following  persons  were  living  in  what  was 
■  then  called  the  "  Towne  of  Shawshin,"  and  they  may  justly  be  denominated  the 
fathers  of  the  town  of  liillerica ;  since  it  was  in  answer  to  their  petition  that  the 
town  was  incorporated  on  the  2*Jth  day  of  May,  1G55,  and  christened  by  the 
name  of  Billerica.  I  speak  their  names  with  pleasure  and  respect,  since  they 
were  honorable  men,  and  many  of  their  lineal  descendants  are  associated  in  the 
festivities  of  this  delightful  day.  llalph  Hill,  senior,  William  Trench,  John 
Stearns,  William  Patten,  (Jeorge  Earley,  Halidi  Hill,  junior,  John  Crow,  James 
Parker,  John  Parker,  Robert  Parker,  Henry  Jefts,  William  Chamberlain, 
Jonathan  Danforth. 

•  As  then  incorporated,  this  town  had  for  its  boundaries  Merrimack  River  and 
Chelmsford  on  the  north,  Andover  on  the  nortliQast,  Woburn  on  the  southeast, 
with  Cambridge  and  Concord  on  the  south  and  west.  It  embraced  the  present 
town  of  Tewksbury,  a  part  of  the  town  of  Bedford,  Carlisle  and  the  most  beauti- 
ful section  of  the  city  of  Lowell.  It  was  equal  in  extent  to  a  European  duke- 
dom. It  was  at  that  period  almost  an  entire  wilderness,  covered  with  a  heavy 
growth  of  i)ine,  cedar,  oak,  chestnut,  birch  and  nuiple  timber.  The  bear,  the 
wolf,  and  wildcat  prowled  in  the  deep  forest ;  the  beaver  built  its  dam  of  logs 
across  the  streams.  The  red  man  visitetl  the  falls  of  the  Concord  and  the 
Merrimack  Rivers  for  shad  and  salmon  fishing  aiul  for  the  feast  of  the  powow 
I'assaconaway. 
■  '  i-  "  And  merrily  when  the  feast  WHS  done, 

On  the  lirc-Ht  green  the  dance  begun, 
■With  the  squaws'  shrill  stuve,  and  deeper  hum 
Of  old  men  beating  the  Indian  drum." 
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Tlie  Indian  raisetl  a  little  corn  and  beans  upon  the  intervales,  and  used  a 
clam  sliell  for  a  hoc  and  a  sand  pit  for  his  store-house  and  liis  burial  place.  ]iut 
few  memorials  of  his  race  remain.  The  broken  outline  of  a  mound  tliat  marked 
Ids  territory,  or  a  skeleton,  an  arrowliead,  a  gouge,  a  bit  of  wampum,  or  a 
tomahawk  now  and  then  turned  up  in  ploughing,  and  the  fair  luime  of  "  Sluiw- 
shine,"  alone  attest  that  he  once  had  here  existence.  The  savage  has  no  desire, 
no  method  to  i)erpetuate  his  memory.    Indeed,  why  should  it  be  perpetuated  ! 

As  we  look  at  the  famihar  names  of  the  original  proprietors  of  tins  town 
upon  the  records;  as  we  see  the  walls  and  buildings  they  erected,  the  helds  they 
cleared  and  planted;  as  we  cross  the  streams  and  clind)  the  ennnences  they 
named,  such  as  "Content  Brook,"  "  Fox  Ilill,"  "  Gilson  Hill ; "  as  we  visit  the 
graves  they  sleep  in  and  see  the  forms  and  faces  of  their  descendants  here 
amongst  us,  it  seems  but  a  brief  period  since  they  athxed  their  several  names  to 
the  petition  for  incorporation;  yet  when  we  set  ourselves  to  measure  time  l)y 
great  events,  we  find  that  we  have  to  travel  far  to  reach  the  birthday  of  the  town 
of  Billerica.  It  is  indeed  almost  one-eighth  of  the  time  that  has  intervened 
between  us  and  the  advent  of  our  Saviour. 

To  arrive  at  1655  we  must  pass  by  our  dreadful  civil  war,  the  introduction 
of  the  steamship  and  the  railroad,  the  exploits  of  Napoleon  the  First,  the  atroci- 
ties of  the  reign  of  terror,  the  days  of  our  illustrious  Washington  and  our  grand 
old  Revolution  ;  we  must  traverse  the  times  of  the  old  French  wars,  of  George 
the  First,  of  Addison,  Pope,  Swift  and  the  Spectator,  go  by  the  dark  days  of 
Salem  Witclicraft,  of  the  great  English  IJevolution  when  the  house  of  Stuart  fell, 
of  King  Phillip's  bloody  war,  of  the  lire  of  London,  and  come  to  the  protectorate 
of  Oliver  Cromwell,  whose  Latin  Secretary,  John  IMilton,  was  then  brooding  over 
his  immortal  })oeiu,  "  Paradise  Lost." 

There  were  when  Hillerica  Avas  incorporated  but  nine  towns  in  Middlesex 
County  ;  the  governor  and  nutgistrates  were  appointed  b}'  the  Lord  Protector, 
and  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people  were  entirely  different  from  our  own. 
The  fathers  of  this  town  were  rigid  puritans.  They  came  to  New  England  to 
escape  the  imperious  nuuidates  of  the  star  chamber  and  that  intolerance  which 
prompted  James  the  First  to  say :  "  I  will  make  them  conform,  or  I  will  harry 
them  out  of  the  kingdom."  They  loved  religious  liberty  ;  they  preferred  to  face 
the  perils  of  the  savage  wilderness  rather  than  to  worship  God  in  forms  prescribed 
for  them  by  king  or  prelate.  They  were  hardy,  brave,  intelligent  yeomen  ; 
promi)t  to  meet  danger,  jealous  of  any  encroachment  on  their  civil  rights  and 
true  as  steel  to  the  grand  i)rinciple  which  is  the  very  core  and  kernel  of  repub- 
lican institutions,  that  in  church,  in  state  and  town  affairs  the  majority  must 
rule. 

The  increase  of  the  town  was  rapid.  AVithin  ten  years  from  the  date  of 
incor[)oration  lands  were  granted  to  Samuel  Trull,  John  Trull,  Nathaniel  Hill, 
John  Poulter,  William  Tay,  Thomas  I'oster,  Simon  Crosby,  Samuel  AVhitney, 
John  i\lai-sliall,  'i'homas  Willis,  John  Durant,  John  Ivittredge,  Koger  Tootlniker, 
Josci)h  Tli()m[)S()n,  Peter  Hrackett,  John  Baldwin,  .I;imes  Patterson,  Thomas 
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Hubbard,  Jolin  Brackett,  Robert  Parker,  William  Hamlet,  James  Kidder,  Samuel 
Kinsley,  Golden  More,  Samuel  Kemp,  Jaeob  Brown,  John  Rogers,  jr.,  Sinuju 
Bird,  James  Frost  and  Samuel  Champney.  The  settlements  were  commenced 
along  the  right  bank  of  the  Concord  River  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Shawshine,  in 
order  that  the  meadows  from  which  the  main  supply  of  hay  was  (kawn  might  be 
readily  accessible,  and  that  the  alewives,  shad  and  sabnon  with  which  those 
streams  then  abounded  might  be  easily  secured.  The  industrious  and  accurate 
surveyor,  Jonathan  Danforth,  was  appointed  t(;  hi}-  out  the  house  lots  in  sections 
of  ten  or  five  acres  to  each  citizen,  the  larger  lots  entitling  the  proprietor  to  113 
acres  of  upland  and  12  acres  of  meadow,  the  other  lots  to  one-half  that  quantity. 
The  connnon  land  was  to  be  used  by  every  one  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  his 
donuiin,  and  a  proprietor  of  a  single  lot,  or  less,  could  not  dispose  of  it  even  to 
his  children  without  permission  from  the  selectmen,  or  "  town's  men,"  as  they 
were  sometimes  called,  who  exercised  much  more  of  authority  both  in  civil  and 
in  church  affairs,  than  those  now  invested  with  that  othce. 

We  of  the  present  generation,  who  in  settling  find  all  things  in  readiness  for 
successful  husbandry  and  for  comfortable  living,  can  hardly  realize  what  unre- 
mitting toil,  what  backbone  and  perseverance  it  deuumded  of  the  emigrants  to  put 
this  new  town  of  the  wilderness  into  "running  order."  The  primeval  trees  of  the 
forest  had  to  be  uprooted,  houses  and  barns  to  be  erected,  fences  to  be  made, 
roads  to  be  laid  out,  bridges  to  be  thrown  across  the  streams,  and  nulls  to  be  set 
in  motion;  a  church,  a  pillory  and  a  pound  had  to  be  established,  the  wild  beasts 
and  savages  to  be  kept  at  bay  ;  and  all  this  with  but  the  slenderest  means  and 
rudest  instruments. 

It  was  a  brave  and  beautiful  thing  to  lay  the  foundation  of  such  a  town  as 
this,  since  in  such  organizations  we  have  the  only  pure  and  perfect  democracy  of 
which  this  badly  governed  world  can  boast.  Here  the  people  meet  on  equal 
terms,  freely  interchange  opinions,  cast  their  votes  and  have  an  even  chance  for 
office  and  for  education.  Here  the  manly  virtues  flourish;  and  here  gush  forth 
the  clear  and  living  springs  of  patriotism  that  feed  and  freshen  the  pulse-beat  of 
the  nation. 

A  city  has  some  advantages,  but  many  miseries;  "  a  town,"  as  Dr.  Jeremy 
Belknap  truly  says,  "consisting  of  a  due  mixture  of  hills,  valleys  and  streams 
of  water,  the  land  well  fenced  and  cultivated,  the  roads  and  bridges  in  good 
repair,  decent  inns  for  the  refreshment  of  travellers  and  for  public  entertainment, 
the  inhabitants  mostly  husbandmen,  their  wives  and  daughters  domestic  manu- 
facturers, a  suitable  proportion  of  handicraft  workmen  and  two  or  three  traders, 
a  physician  and  a  lawyer,  a  clergyman  of  good  understanding  and  exemplary 
morals,  not  a  metaphysical,  nor  a  i>olemic,  but  a  serious  practical  preacher,  a 
schoolmaster  who  should  understand  his  business  and  teach  his  pupils  to  govern 
themselves,  a  social  library  annually  increasing  and  under  good  regulations,  a 
decent  nmsical  society,  no  intriguing  politician,  horse-jockey,  gandjler  or  sot ; 
such  a  situation  may  be  considered  as  the  most  favorable  to  local  happiness  of 
any  which  this  world  can  atYord."  Such  a  town  our  forefathers  founded,  and  for 
it  let  their  names  be  held  in  perpetual  remembrance. 
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The  town  was  doubtless  organized  by  the  clioice  of  public  officers  in  1C56 ; 
but  unfortunately  the  early  records  are  so  niutihited  that  it  is  ini[)ossible  for  us 
now  to  know  who  were  tlie  first  men  chosen  to  manage  tlic  niuniciiKiI  affairs. 
<  )n  the '.Uh  day  of  Novcnihcr,  1(351),  it  was  a,urecd  by  a  iiiajorit}'  of  tlie  town, 
whic'li  until  the  present  century  seems  to  have  pcrfin-med  the  functions  of  a 
.parish,  as  well  as  those  of  a  municipality,  that  there  should  be  a  meeting-house, 
thirty  feet  long,  twenty-seven  feet  wide,  and  three  feet  between  the  studs. 
l\al]»h  Hill,  senior,  (ieorge  Farley  and  Jonathan  Danforth  were  to  engage  the 
workmen,  and  the  roof  was  to  be  covered  with  thatch,  or  straw. 

A  year  at  least  prior  to  this  vote,  the  l\ev.  Samuel  Whiting  had  been  preach- 
ing here  in  the  private  dwelling-houses,  and  the  people  had  agrc'cd  to  give  him  in 
countr}'  produce  if  he  should  consent  to  be  settled  as  their  pastor,  £10  for  each  of 
the  hrst  two  years,  €')()  for  the  third  year,  £00  for  the  fourth,  together  with  a  ten 
acre  h)t  and  a  comfortable  house;  also  "to  better  his  maintainance  as  the  J^ord 
shoulil  better  their  estates."  On  the  11th  day  of  November,  Kid;!,  a  church  was 
organized  with  a  few  members,  and  the  beloved  minister  ordained  as  pastor.  The 
e.\i)enses  of  the  occasion  were  £0,  Is.  8d.,  of  which  ardent  spirits,  we  may  well 
iir^'sumc,  from  the  (uistom  of  the  olden  times,  formed  no  inconsiderable  item. 
Jose])h  Thompson  and  James  Frost  were  appointed  deacons. 

The  first  marriage  in  the  jdace  was  that  of  .fonathan  Danforth  and  Elizabeth 
Foulter,  Novend)er  22d,  1054;  the  next  was  that  of  John  Jialdwin  and  Mary 
Richardson,  solenniized  by  Capt.  Edward  Johnson  of  Wobin-n,  INIay  15th  of  the 
year  ensuing.  The  first  white  person  l)orn  here  was  John  Sterne  (Stearns)  sou 
of  -John  Sterne  and  his  wife  Sarah,  who  came  into  existence  sometime  during  the 
second  week  in  May  of  the  last  named  year;  and  the  hrst  death  that  saddened 
the  hearts  of  the  peoi)le  was  that  of  Hannah  Foster,  daughter  of  Henry  aiul  his 
wife  Sarah  Foster,  who  departed  this  life  in  the  first  week  of  May,  1053.  "Where 
the  renndns  of  those  who  first  deceased  in  town  were  laid  we  cannot  now  deter- 
mine ;  but  on  the  10th  of  Ai)ril,  11)08,  the  public-spirited  Ralph  Hill,  senior,  "gave 
ye  towne  half  an  acre  of  land  for  ye  burial  place,"'  Avhich  sacre(l  spot,  enlarged 
and  beautified,  has  continued  now  for  more  than  two  centuries  to  receive  to  its 
silent  trust  the  relics  of  the  dead.  The  oldest  inscription  I  have  been  able  to 
de(  ii)her  in  it  is  the  following: 

"  Here  lyt's  tlie  Hody  of  Jolui  Rogers,  aged  71  years.    Dyed,  March  24,  1080." 

The  names  of  the  first  selectmen  now  legible  in  tlie  records  are  John  Parker, 
Lt.  William  French,  lvali)h  Hill,  senior,  Thomas  Foster  and  .fonathan  Danforth. 
'I'liey  weri'  (lu>sen  March  5th,  1000,  and  at  the  same  time  rlolm  Sterne  (Stearns) 
and  -John  15aldwin  were  appointed  assessors. 

Tlie  meeting-house  stood  on  the  connnon  near  the  site  of  the  momunent 
raisetl  a  few  years  since  in  honor  of  the  soldiers  of  liillerica  lost  in  the  late  war  ; 
the  jiound  and  till' j)illory,  or  " cage,"  as  it  was  sonielimes  cnlli'd,  stood  near  it. 
1  he  people  were  summoned  to  churcli  by  the  beating  of  a  dniiii,  ami  the  iiieii 
l»r-oiight  tlieir  rutle  tire-lod^s   with  them  to  the  si  rvire.    I'he  seltcliiieii  seated 
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the  people  in  the  meetmg-house  according  "  to  age  and  pay  ;"  for  then,  as  in  the 
days  of  Jesus,  and  I  regret  to  achl,  as  in  our  own  days,  the  first  seats  in  the 
synagogue  were  greatly  covetech  'rvthinginen  were  stationed  w  ith  long  poles 
in  tlie  corners  to  keep  the  hoys  in  order,  an  liour-glass  was  placed  on  the  puli)it 
to  remind  the  preacher  of  the  fliglit  of  time,  and  a  sounchng-hoard  hung  over  his 
liead  to  reflect  liis  precious  words  into  the  ears  of  the  (H)ngregation.  "  If  he  iloes 
not  speak  the  truth,"  whispered  the  ])agans,"  as  they  denominated  those  out- 
side of  the  church,  "it  will  fall  ui)()n  his  \)ato  and  kill  him."  'J'he  men  of  the  con- 
gregation rose  in  front  of  the  minister  and  sang  congregationally  from  "tin-  Bay 
I'salm  liook,"  one  ot  the  deacons  giving  out  the  psalm  line  b}-^  line,  like  this  : 

"The  rivers  oil,  of  IJabyloii, 
There  where  we  did  set  down, 
Yea,  even  then  we  mourned  when, 
We  remembered  Zion." 

It  was  sung  to  some  doleful  tunc,  as  "  Oxford,"  or  "  St.  Mary's,"  which  had 
liecn  learned  by  rote  of  some  precentor  who  jx-rhajis  could  rc'ud  the  notes  of  good 
old  Henry  Ainsworth's  Manual  of  Song.  'J'he  wonuMi  were  not  allowed  to  sing, 
nor  were  any  musical  instruments  adiuittcd  into  the  sanctuary;  it  is  indeed 
(juite  doubtful  whether  any  thing  of  the  kind,  exce[»t  the  drum  and  jewsli;irp, 
was  for  many  years  heard  in  toAvn.  Our  fathers  had  too  much  hard  work  to  do 
to  attend  to  music;  and  only  thi-ec  or  four  tunes  wi-re  sung  in  the  churches  at 
this  j)eriod. 

Tn  the  year  1000  Willianv  Ilaile  Avas  paid  £1  "for  keeping  ye  meeting- 
house," ami  it  was  voted  on  the  20th  da}'  of  Maixdi  of  that  \  (.'ar,  that  "  ve 
keeper  of  ye  Poimd  shall  have  2d.  for  turning  ye  key."  In  the  year  ensuing  the 
town  had  as  many  as  fift}  -eight  soldiers,  and  it  was  agreed  to  build  a  fortitii-a- 
tion  of  brick  and  stone,  twenty-six  feet  long  and  twenty-two  feet  wide,  for 
defence  against  the  enemy. 

Jn  1008  (Jan.  2'.)th,)  "the  town  declared  that  it  formerly  agreed  to  give  Mr. 
Whiting  one  pound  of  butter  upon  every  milch  cow  annuall\-  in  i)art  of  pay;  " 
Imt  whether  that  butter  ever  "came"  the  clerk  omitted  to  rec-ord.  In  the  year 
ensuing,  the  town  olTered  a  rcAvard  of  half  a  i)eniiy  per  head  to  any  person  who 
should  kill  a  woodpecker,  a  blackbird  or  a  "jaw";  ami  on  the  bUli  of  June, 
1070,  "did  agree  to  give  to  Thomas  Foster  for  his  S(ui  llopestill  for  his 
service  to  the  company  in  drumming,  20s.  for  the  time  past."  Two  years  later 
"Thomas  Crosby  was  chosen  to  keep  a  house  of  jmblick  entertainment."  'IMiis 
tavern,  together  with  the  blacksmith's  shoii,the  foi  titicatiou,  and  the  mill  :di-eady 
erected  on  Content  iirook,  was  the  place  of  resort  of  our  forefathers  for  the 
discussion  of  the  questions  of  the  day,  of  whieh  the  movi'inents  of  the  savages 
and  the  division  of  the  lands  of  the  town  were  among  the  nu)st  imjiortant. 

On  the  17th  of  Novendier,  1078,  £1,  Hs.  was  paid  for  "thatching  ye  meeting- 
house and  ye  straw ; "  also  10s.  to  Mr.  Hlood  for  "a  woollf's  head."  Wolves 
were  then  very  numerous  and  destructive  to  the  shee]) ;  the  tow  n  subsequently 
])aid  many  su(di  rewards. 
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111  1()71  the  town  ordeix-d  all  its  cliildri-n  and  youth  to  he  sent  to  Mr.  Whi- 
ting' for  iiistruetion  in  the  Assenihly'.s  (.'ateehisni,  on  which  eelel)riited  work  lie 
preached  a  series  ol'  discourses  to  the  jiaieiits.  Tiiouj^h  ri;j,id  in  (l(;ctrine,  tlio 
early  settlers  of  Hillerica  were  not  inort)se.  Ihider  a  rouyli  e\teri(jr,  they  car- 
ried kindly  hearts.  l''roin  the  records  it  is  evident  that  they  cared  for  one 
anijther  and  lent  a  helping  hand  to  each  other  in  time  of  need.  As  a  body 
they  were  more  intelligent  than  the  settlers  of  some  of  the  neighhoring  towns  ; 
they  did  not  sign  their  names  with  a  "Jolin,  his  mark."  'I'hey  liad  a  grand 
good  minister  —  the  town  has  always  had  grand  good  ministers  —  the.y  had  a 
grand  good  leader  in  ("ajjt.  -Jonathan  Danforth;  the  town  has  always  had  grand 
good  leaders.  They  were  less  aristocratic  in  their  i)retensions  than  the  settlers 
of  some  of  ourlown>;  there  were  but  few  who  sneered  at  a  man  for  lioeing 
corn  w  il  hout  his  gloves ;  there  are  but  few  who  <lo  it  now;  they  cherished  the 
sweet  feeling.-,  of  fi'aternity;  the  people  here  have  always  cherished  the  sweet 
feelings  o I  fratt'inity  ;  and  cherish  them  mor(,' and  mort;  I  trust  the}'  ever  may: 
since  what  do  we  live  foi',  lailies  and  gentlemen,  Init  to  d(j  good  and  to  communi- 
cate '. 

'I'he  affairs  of  the  new  to\\-n  had  proceeded  ])rosperous]y  f<^r  t\venty  years, 
when  all  upon  a  sudden  i)eril  came. 

There  \vere  in  ID?')  not  more  than  40,000  ^vhite  inhal)itants  in  the  entire 
state.  'I'hese  ^vere  sparsely  scattered  in  towns  remote  from  each  other  and 
-<)i-cup}  ing  in  many  instances  advanced  positions  in  the  wilderness.  I'hilip,  of 
I'okanoket,  jealous  of  the  encroachment  of  the  Knglish  on  tlie  Indian  territory, 
eagt-r  to  avenge  the  death  of  his  In'other  Alexander  and  the  execution  of  the 
witnesses  against  tlie  murderers  of  John  Sausamon,  indignant  also  that  he  and 
his  i)eople  had  in  1071  been  deprived  of  fire-arms,  determined  in  confe<leration 
w  il 11  the  other  sachems  to  exterminate  the  hateil  jtale  faces,  root  and  branch, 
lie  conmieiiceil  his  atrocities  in  Swansea  on  the  21th  of  -June,  1075,  and  his 
swarthy  warriors  with  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  hung  like  vampires  for 
many  months  upon  the  l)orders  of  the  English  settlements.  The  savages  fought 
in  ainl)uscaile,  they  encircled,  they  outnnmbered  tlie  whites,  they  spared  neitlier 
age,  sex  n(;r  condition ;  they  laid  every  dwelling-house  and  barn  wliicli  they 
could  reacli  in  ashes ;  and  heiK'c  the  English  on  this  continent,  before  ov  since 
that  period,  ^vere  never  in  such  jieril  ;  never  in  proi)ortion  to  their  number  under- 
went su(!h  loss  of  life  and  projjerty  as  in  that  bloody  war.  It  is  marvellous, 
indeed,  that  any  of  them  escajjcd. 

"  It  is  not  known,"  says  Mr.  Jolm  Farmer  in  his  excellent  liistorical  memoir 
of  the 'i'own  of  Hillerica,  "  that  tliis  town  received  any  essential  injur}'  during 
King  rhili[)'s  war."  Other  writers  have  without  examination  copieil  him;  but 
this  town  did  sul'fer  essential  injuj-y  during  that  sanguinary  contest,  and  there  was 
an  actual  fight  between  our  forefathers  and  the  Indians  just  two  hundred  years 
ago  on  yomler  hill.  I'roni  their  j)roxiniity  to  the  Wamesit  Indians,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  northerly  ])art  of  the  town  abandoned  their  homes  soon  after  the 
opening  of  the  war  and  sought  protection  in  those  towns  more  strongly  ft)rtitied  ; 
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some  (jf  the  soldiers,  also,  were  eii^agi'il  in  distant  (.'Xijcilitions  against  the 
enemy. 

On  the  2d  day  of  August,  1()75,  Timothy  Farle}-,  of  this  town,  and  a  mein))er 
of  Capt.  Tliomas  Wheeler's  coiii[)an}',  was  killed  with  several  others  in  an  en- 
counter with  the  Indians  between  a  hill  and  a  thick  swamp  at  (^uahoag,  now 
15r(jokfield.  Corporal  John  French  of  this  town  was  in  the  same  tight,  and  hav- 
ing shot  an  Indian,  received  wdiile  bringing  u\)  his  gun  ii  ball  which  cut  olT  one 
of  his  thumbs  and  dangerously  wounded  him  in  the  body  near  the  shoulder.  "  In 
consideration  of  that  weakness  as  to  his  wounds  in  the  country's  service,"  his 
town  and  county  taxes  were  for  several  years  abated,  and  he  was  allowed  to  sit 
in  church  at  the  table  with  (.'apt.  John  Lane  and  Mr.  Crosby,  while  his  wife  was 
permitted  to  sit  "in  the  front  gallery  with  ^Mrs.  F(jster  and  those  women  placed 
there."  (Town  Kecords,  p.  lOi.)  Thus  liillerica  blood  was  si)ilkHl  in  tiie  foie- 
front  of  that  great  struggle,  as  we  shall  find  it  to  have  been  in  struggles  yet  to 
come. 

On  the  13tli  day  of  August,  1G75,  it  was  agreed  in  public  meeting,  "on 
account  of  the  enemy  being  near,"  and  "the  warnings  of  (iod's  providence  upon 
our  neighbors  being  very  solenni  and  awful  to  pre[)are  a  place  of  safety  for 
women  and  children,"  and  Hergt.  Foster,  Sergt.  Thomi)son,  Samuel  iMamiing  and 
Jonathan  Danfortli  were  appointed  "  overseers  of  the  same."  As  the  work  of 
devastation  was  seen  to  be  approaching,  twelve  garrisons  were  established  in 
October,  that  is,  twelve  houses  were  surrounded  with  ])alisades,  the  brush  and 
imderwood  cleared  away  so  as  to  afford  no  lurking  place  for  the  enemy,  port- 
holes were  made  in  the  walls  and  soldiers  stationed  as  a  guard.  To  these  gar- 
risons the  forty-eight  families  then  in  town  were  directed  to  rei)air.  "  The  main 
garrison,"  says  the  Town  Ivccord,  "and  the  last  refuge  in  case  of  extremity,"  was 
the  house  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Whiting,  and  he  himself  the  conunander.  J  lis  house 
stood  on  Chnrnstaff  Lane,  between  the  Boston  and  Concord  roads,  but  a  short 
distance  from  the  church,  and  the  cost  of  fortifying  it  ^vas  £S,  (is.  'Jd.  The  other 
buildings  fortified  belonged  severally  to  Kalph  Hill,  Tliomas  Foster,  iSinuni 
Crosby,  Thomas  Fatten,  James  Fatterson,  Jacob  Fiench,  James  ICulder,  Jona- 
than Danfortli,  Timothy  Brooks,  George  Farley  and  Job  Lane.  Mr.  Kichard 
Daniel,  a  gentleman  who  visited  the  Waniesit  Indians  with  Mr.  Fliot  in  1G7-1, 
and  heard  AVanalancet  avow  his  acceptance  of  Christianity,  was  also  allowed  to 
fortify  his  house.    (Town  liecords,  p.  121.) 

Fent  up-in  these  narrow  garrisons,  the  corn  unharvested,  provisions  scanty, 
connnunication  cut  off,  the  families  of  this  town,  nuturning  in  some  instant'cs 
the  loss  of  relatives,  trend^ling  at  every  footfall,  and  in  momentary  expectation 
of  hearing  the  dreadful  cry  :  "  They  are  upon  us!"  must  have  passed  the  winter 
of  1G75-G  in  such  anxiety  as  those  doomed  to  \itter  r\iin  only  can  experience. 
It  was  the  darkest  day  New  Fngland  ever  knew.  Fut  the  enemy  was  still 
approaching.  ()ji  the  10th  of  February,  lJj7G,  Lancaster  was  reduced  to  ashes; 
then  Medtield,  Croton,  Marlborough  were  destroyed  ;  then  Chelmsford  was 
attacked,  and  on  the  10th  of  March,  "  two  houses,"  Hubbard,  the  historian  says, 
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"  wei-e  Imrneil  in  liilk-rifa."  On  Siiii(l;iy,  the  '.itli  of  Ai)i  il,  wliik'  llic  iicople  were 
at  oliurch,  tlie  Indiajis  suddt'iily  "  iH'.sct  Uillerk-a  round  aboiil,"  sliot  down  one  of 
the  pcoplt!  and  with  thoir  fiendish  waihooj)  advanced  to  w  ork  of  dt'struetion ; 
))ut  the  minister  was  a  man  of  i)liick,  the  ]ieopk' grasped  their  mu>kels  and  under 
tiie  guidance  of  such  men  as  Winting,  Danforth,  Thomps(jn,  Frencli  and  Crcjsl)}', 
presented  sucli  a  front  that  the  savages  soon  retreated  and  twelve  days  after- 
wards cut  down  C'apt.  Wadsworth  and  liis  folh)wers  in  tlie  town  of  Sudl)ury. 

On  the  12th  of  August  tlie  crafty  I'hiFip  fell  at  Mount  lIo])e,  the  garrison 
houses  were  thrown  open  and  the  people  returned  in  jieace  to  tlieir  own  hakita- 
tions.  But  the  t(;wn  was  very  i)oor  and  fears  were  entertained  that  it  W(juld 
have  to  l)e  abandoneck  From  a  petition  made  to  the  (ieneral  Court,  Oct. 
1()7(),  for  an  abatement  of  taxes  on  account  of  losses  sustained  b}'  tlie  ^\  ar,  it 
appears  that  six  persons  witli  their  fannlies  and  cattle  removed  from  tlie  north 
part  of  the  town,  and  that  the  charges  for  keeping  garrison  soldiers  amounted  to 
as  much  in  all  as  the  billeting  of  one  man  for  420  weeks.  'Die  petition  also 
states  that  "many  of  our  inhabitants  are  gro^vne  very  low,  severall  [)ersons  at 
this  time  having  no  bread,  corne,  yet  considerable  families  to  provide  for." 
(Mass.  Archives,  Military,  p.  0*J.) 

In  1084,  Jonathan  Danforth  was  chosen  U)  represent  the  town  in  the  General 
Court  ;  it  having  i)een  done  prior  to  this  [jcriod  by  IIum})hrey  Davie  of  Jk)ston, 
for  which  service  the  town  i)resented  him  a  "fat  beast";  and  it  also  granted  a 
tract  of  land  to  -John  Dunkin  for  furnishing  the  aninuil  and  driving  it  to  Boston. 
( )ther  early  representatives  were  Kal[)h  liill,  Joseph  Thompson,  Samuel  Man- 
ning, Thomas  l\ichardson,  -John  Stearns,  (Jeorge  Brown  and  Oliver  Whiting. 

In  1()88  occurred  the  downfall  of  the  House  of  Stuart,  and  in  consecpience 
what  was  called  "King  William's  War,"  dm-ing  which  the  Indians,  instigated  by 
the  French,  again  dug  uj)  the  hatchet  and  set  themselves  upon  the  \var  path. 
Cmning  stealthfully  upon  the  northern  section  of  the  town  they  massacred  on 
the  first  day  of  August,  1G'J2,  Mrs.  Anna,  wife  of  Mr.  Zachary  Shed,  and  two  of 
their  children,  Agnes  and  llainiah ;  Joaima,  wife  of  Benjamin  Dutton,  and  two 
of  her  children  by  a  former  husband,  bearing  tlie  names  of  Mary  and  Benoni 
Dunkin  —  in  all  six  i)ers(nis  ;  yet  I  find  but  very  slight  allusion  to  this  tragic 
scene  iii)on  the  records  of  the  town.  While  the  very  trivial  entry  is  made  that 
at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen,  Aug.  2'Jth,  "we  had  two  pots  i»f  cidre  and  dinner 
for  five  men  and  halfe  a  l)ynt  of  licjuor,  two  pots  of  sililtul*/'  the  sad  fate  of  tin- 
Slic(l,  Dutton  and  Dunkin  fannlies  is  not  referred  to  until  a  heavii'r  eakunily 
falls  ui)on  the  town. 

As  an  honest  narrator,  I  ani  conipelleil  to  say,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that 
tiieie  are  n(;w,  and  always  have  been,  witcdies  in  this  to\\  n  of  Billerica  ;  man}'  a 
man  has  been  bewitched  by  them  and  hinig  at  least  to  an  ajwon-string ;  l)ut  it  is 
paiid'ul  to  relate  that  Mrs.  Martha  Carrier  \vlio  had  ivceiitl}'  removed  hence  to 
And(A'er,  w  as  arrested  with  her  sister^Mrs.  Toothaker,  and  brought  into  the  court 
at  Salem  for  trial  on  the  ne.vt  day  after  the  above-mentioned  massacre  took 
place.    On  the  evidence  of  mischievous  chikhen  niainl}-,  she  \vas  convicted  of 


jdMclisiiin  "ccrlaiii  detestable  art.s  called  w  ileliei  at't.s  and  sureeries,"  and  was, 
though  })rote.stiiij4'  her  iiUKjceiiee  \u  the  last,  inhmiiaidy  exi'euled,  with  the  Kev. 
(u'(»ri;e  Hiirr()iiL;hs  and  others,  Aui^ust  lilh,  on  (iallows  Hill  in  Salem.  A.s 

a  siiccdiiien  o[  the  evidence  (Jii  \n  hich  thi.s  j^oud  ^\()nlan  wa.s  convicted,  one  l'\)ster 
"  C()nfc."^sed,"  .says  Cotton  Mather,  "  that  the  de\  il  carried  them  on  a  jxjle  to  a 
witch  meotinjj,- ;  hut  the  pole  Inoke  and  she  lian^in^  ahout  Carrier'.s  neck,  the}' 
hotli  tell  down  and  she  then  recei\ed  an  hurl  hy  the  fail  w  hereotl  she  was  nijt  at 
this  M-ry  time  reco\ered."  Ol"  her  Cotton  .Alather  roii^hl}-  said:  "This  rampant 
liag  was  the  person  of  whom  tlu;  conl'e>sioii>  of  the  witclies  and  of  her  own 
children  among  the  rest  agrc-ed  that  the  devil  had  promised  her  that  she  should 
he  <^>ueen  of  Jlell."  He  .--at  upon  his  hor>e  ami  .>aw  her  and  the  other  victims 
of  Ihi.-^  strange  d(.du.^ion  executed  ;  yet  .some  jjcople  still  laud  Cotton  Mather!  O 
superstition !  what  a  blot  thou  art  upon  the  fair  face  of  humanit}  !  \\'hen  as 
man}'  as  twenty  had  been  executed  and  he  saw  the  lope  ndght  reach  his  own 
ne(d<,  this  i)olitic  divine,  wlio  was  nutre  the  governor  of  the  state  than  Sir  Wil- 
liam rhij)s  himself,  most  prudenti}'  took  off  the  thtunbkins  and  admitted  that 
the  game  had  been  too  seriously  i)la}ed.    (I'pham's  "Salem  ^Vitcllcraf t,"  vol.  2, 

p.L>(n>.) 

'IMionnis,  the  husband  of  Martha  Carrier,  dietl  at  Colchester,  Conn.,  May  K), 
17;J5,  at  the  advanced  age  of  10'J}'ears,  the  oldest  man  that  ever  li\ed  in  l>ille- 
rii-a  ;  so  you  see,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  marr}  ing  a  witch,  or  burying  a 
witch,  or  breathing  the  air  of  liilk-rica  tUte^  not  shorten  one's  (hi}  s  ;  and  if  any 
nnin  here  is  now  hewilched  of  a  witch,  I  say,  "  be  hanged  to  him,  the  wittdi,  1 
mean,  and  may  ho  live  as  long  as  good  oU\  Thonuis  Carrier  and  leave  as  numy 
little  witches  behind  him." 

In  the  year  Itl'Jo  1  find  this  very  cheering  record,  alike  luniorable  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Ivev.  Mr.  Whiting  and  the  town:  "  ( )ct.  oO.  Our  lleverend  I'astor 
did  set  at  libertie  and  free  from  his  sei'vice  Simon  Negro,  who  hath  been  his 
servant  about  oO  and  one  }ears,  heing  now  about  JO  years  old,  the  which 
said  Sinuju  Negro  the  town  of  liillerica  duly  accept  as  an  inhabitant  amongst 
themseh'cs." 

'I'his  is  the  first  instance  of  the  manumission  of  ii  slave  that  1  have  seen 
recorded  in  the  state  of  Massaehu.>etts.  Had  Mr.  Whiting  livetl  in  our  day,  he 
would  have  sliaken  hands  w  ith  V\'illiam  L.  (iarrison,  and  1  shouhl  Inn  e  tii»i)ed 
my  beaver  very  low  to  him. 

In  1()U4  tlu!  thatcheil  covered  meeting  house  w  as  found  to  be  too  small  to 
acconnnodate  the  people,  and  so  on  the  Itilh  da\'  of  duly,  forty-five  hands  of 
the  town  and  others  came  together  at  the  beat  of  the  drum  to  raise  a  new  . and 
larger  one.  It  \vas  an  arduous  task  to  lift  the  frame  of  that  oUl  church,  forty- 
four  feet  long  and  forty  wide;  but  the  town  clerk  recortU'd  that  theie  was  not  a 
broken,  and  that  "  we  concluded  w  ith  a  ])salm  of  praise  and  I'eturned  thanks 
to  Ctxl  b}  our  Keverend  Pastor." 

There  w  as  a  distinction  between  a  hat  and  a  bonnet  in  those  days,  'bhc 
women  wore  their  bonnets  right  side  up  and  vantlyke  hautlkerchiefs,  so  in  finish- 
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ing  the  house  an  alley  3|  feet  wide  was  made  l)et\\een  the  men  and  women's 

seats,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  eliureh  tables  wure  placed  as  line>  of  demarcation. 

At  this  period  the  men  wore  higli  slouehed  and  In-oad-lM-imnicd  hats,  h)ny  coats, 

short-elothcs  ami  silver  knee  buckles ;  the  women,  hoods,  kirlh's,  farlhingah'S 

and  highdieeled  slipi)ers.    They  spun  and  wove  tlielr  own  garnu  nls,  ami  tiie 

living  consisted  of  corn  ami  rye  bread,  beef,  poric,  mutton,  ganu',  lish,  bean  por-  , 

ridge  and  pumpkin  })ie.    The  turnii)  ^vas  a>ed  instead  of  tlie  jiotato.  Orchards 

were  early  i)ianted,  and  cider,  often  "  roasted,"  that  is  heated  o\  er  glow  ing  t'oals  .i 

and  seasoned  with  a  red  pepper,  was  a  conunon  1  everage.    Tiie  i-eojjle  spoke  of  ' 

each  other  as  "  g(Jod  man  Dutton,"  "  good  wife  Slied,"  and  ne\  er  omitted  civil 

(U- luihtary  titles,  as  "  Corporal  French,"  "  Cornet  Stearns,"  "  Kusign  Whiting," 

"  ('a[it.  Hill,"  "Landlord  ('rosl)y"  and  "  S(jnire  Kidder." 

Although  three  or  more  "  watches"  were  observed  in  town  and  a  small  party 
of  horsemen  kt'])t  continually  on  the  scout,  the  Indians  on  the  5th  (d'  ^\ugust 
1(5'J5,  entereil  stealthfuUy  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Concord  Ki\er,  and  killed 
in  open  day  at  one  fell  swooj),  John  and  Thomas  IJogers,  'IMionnis  Uogers,  junior, 
tlie  motlier-in  law  and  five  children  of  John  Levistone,  and  Mary,  the  w  ife  of 
Dr.  i\oger  T(»othaker,  who  lived  in  tl\e  house  still  standing  at  the  jimetion  of  the 
M iddlesex  Camil  with  ( 'oncord  River.  rJohn  Uogers  was  shot  1)V  an  arrow  in 
tlie  neck  and  expired  in  wreneliing  the  fatal  instrument  from  his  wouml  ;  ami  two 
of  his  cliildreii,  Daniel  and  Mary,  were  taken  captives.  A  ^\(iman  in  the  house, 
whit'li  stood  not  fai-  from  that  of  the  lu)m)red  president  of  the  day,  escajied  by 
leaping  from  the  window  and  concealing  herself  in  the  uiKk-rbrush.  ^Vnother 
woman  was  scalped  amf  left  for  dead,  1)Ut  afterwards  recovered.  Fourteen  or 
fifteen  ])ersons  were  either  killed  or  captured  in  this  fearful  onslaught,  'i'he 
Indians,  supposed  to  be  the  Contocooks,  w  ere  at  once  jiursued  by  the  peo))le  from 
the  central  village,  but  succeeded  in  etTecting  their  esi'ape.  It  is  said,  ho\vever, 
that  some  of  them  were  killed  and  biu'ied  in  a  hollow  in  the  old  cemetery  at  the 
corner,  where  1  find  the  headstone  of  the  sec-ond  wife  of  Dr.  b'oger  Toothaker, 
])earing  this  inscrijjtion  :  "  Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Sarah  Toothaker,  wife  of  Dr. 
Roger  Tootliaker,  aged  48  years,  7  mos.    Did  Marcli  H,  1717-18." 

In  faint  and  almost  illegible  letters  this  record  of  the  tragedy  ap})ears  on  the 
annals  of  the  town  : 

Aug.  5,  lt)U5.  "  Tiiis  day  we  received  that  awfuU  strooake  by  the  enemy  — 
fifteen  persons  slain  and  taken.  More  sad  than  ^ve  met  witliall  three  years 
before  when  we  met  ujion  tlie  occasion." 

It  was  a  fortumite  day  for  Hillerica,  though  not  i)i-ior  to  the  ISth  century, 
when  the  Abbot,  Bowers,  Ja(juitli,  Sticd-cney  and  Spauhliiig  families  came  to  live 
ill  it.  They  are  of  that  class'  of  peojde  who  persist  in  being  friendly  to  you, 
wliether  you  w  ill  or  not.    "Would  you  not  like  a  few  more  siu  li  innnigrants 

Ou  the  7lh  of  September,  1712,  the  town  was  t'alled  lo  mourn  the  loss  of 
('ai)t.  Jonathan  Danforth,  one  of  its  most  eminent  founders,  \\  ho  dit-d  at  the 
advanc^'d  age  of  8o  years,  lie  was  the  h'ading  civil  engiiiei'r  and  land  .^ui  vexor 
of  his  time,  and  kept  the  reconls  of  the  town  for  the  sjiace  of  t\M'iity  years. 
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INFost  of  tlio  farms  of  tliis  and  tlio  nci<;lil)oring-  towns  were  laid  out  l>y  liini,  and 
sonie  of  liis  well-drawn  plans  are  now  iu  niy  possession.  Fronj  tlieni  tlie'  original 
estates  (,'an  be  in  general  identified.    Truly  a  poet  of  that  day  said  of  liini: 

"  He  rode  tlie  circuit,  cluiincd  groat  towns  ami  farms 
To  good  beliavior;  and  by  well  maiked  stations 
He  fixed  their  bounds  for  many  gcneralions." 

"  An  hour  before  sunset,"  on  the  last  day  of  February  ensuing,  his  beloved 
l)astor,  the  Ixev.  Samuel  Whiting  followed  him  to  the  silent  laud.  His  father 
was  the  IJev.  Samuel  AVhiting  of  Lynn;  his  mother,  I'dizabeth,  was  the  sister  of 
Oliver  St.  Jolni,  Lord  Chief  .fustiee  of  Lngland  in  tlie  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
lie  was  graduated  at  Cand)ridge  College  in  bi');!,  and  married  Dorcas  Cliester  of 
>\'atertowu,  Nov.  12th,  lOoij,  by  whom  he  had  seven  sons  and  f(uir  daughters. 
His  son  John  was  killed  by  the  Indians  at  Lancaster,  Septend-er  11th,  1G'J7,  and 
his  son  Samuel  was  in  captivity  by  tiie  Indians  iu  1711.  Mr.  Whiting  was  a 
faithful  pastor,  l)rave,  generous  and  noble.  He  was  thoroughly  identilie(l  with 
the  interests  of  the  })eoi)le;  and  to  his  courage,  foresight  and  I'ounsel  the  town  is 
largely  imlel)ted  for  its  salvation  from  entire  desti  lu-tion  by  the  savages.  Well 
was  it  said  of  him  : 

"  ^^■lliting,  we  liere  behold  a  starry  light, 
Burning  in  Christ's  right  hand  and  sliining  bright ; 
Years  seven  times  seven  sent  fortli  hi.s  precious  rays, 
Unto  tiie  gospel's  prolit  and  .Jehovah's  praise." 

Still  incited  by  the  French,  the  Tndi;ins  were  by  no  means  quiet,  and  I  find 
that  in  1718  Billerica  had  a  company  of  nineteen  "snow-shoe  men,"  whose  diver- 
sion was  to  hunt  wolves  and  red  men  during  the  rigors  of  the  winter  season. 

When  the  fanH)US  Capt.  John  Lovewell,of  Dunstable,  made  his  daring  expedi- 
tion against  the  bold  Chieftain  Faugus  at  l'e(lua^\  ket  in  thesi)ring  of  1725,  three 
men,  l)orn  in  Hillerica,  were  of  his  com])any.  Of  these,  Jonathan  Kittredge  fell 
beside  C-a[)t.  Lovewell  in  the  very  thickest  of  the  fight;  Henjamin  Ividder,  son  of 
James  Kidder,  was  left  with  a  g\iard,  sick  at  the  fort  on  Lake  Ossipee,  and 
recovering,  died  at  the  eai)ture  of  Louisbourg  \mder  Fei)i)erell  in  1745;  and 
Solomon  Kies  fought  till  he  had  received  three  wounds,  when  he  erietl  out  to 
Ensign  Seth  Wyman  :  "  I'm  a  dead  man  !"  but  still  had  strength  eiu)ugh  remain- 
ing to  roll  himself  into  a  boat  in  which  lie  Avas  floated  aci'oss  the  Lake  to  the 
fort  at  Ossipee.  Ensign  Selh  A\''ynuin,  who  assumed  the  conmuind  after  I>ove- 
\vell  fell,  ami  who,  according  to  the  ancient  ballad,  which  our  forefathers  often 
sang  in  the  winter  evenings  by  the  ami)le  fireside:^ 

".Shot  the  old  chief,  Taugus,  and  did  the  foe  defeat, 
  .  .  Tiien  set  his  men  in  order  and  l-rougiit  oil'  the  retreat," 

married  Sarali,  daughter  of  Tlionias  Koss,  of  Hillerica,  January  2('),  1715;  so  tliat 
this  town,  again  }  ()U  see,  was  at  the  front  when  life  and  liherty  were  imperilled.* 

♦See  tiie  Expeditions  of  Capf.  John  i>ove\veIl,  by  J'  leiierii  k  Kidder,  p.  '.»('). 
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111  112',)  ii  rib  was  iMit  out  ot"  HilK-rica  to  tonii  a  part  ol'  the  town  of  Bt'dford  ; 
and  five  years  later,  a  iiiucli  larj^er  one  to  make  tlic  town  of  'lY'wksbury  ;  still 
tile  i)eoi)le  niiilti])lied,  and  tlie  lU'Xt  year,  ITl'xS,  ereete<l  a  new  ineetin^-liouse, 
sixty  feet  by  forty,  wliieli  is  }  et  standing-  on  tlie  easterly  side  of  the  eoiiiinon. 

About  this  time  the  Jrisli  i»otato,  best  of  eseiileiits,  was  iiitrodueed  into  the 
town  by  one  (»f  the  INraniiiiit;-  family,  ^vll(),  for  a  wonder,  raised  a  l)ushel  as  tiie 
lirst  eroj)  and  used  the  article  a.s  a  kind  of  salad,  served  uj>  w  ith  pejjper,  salt  and 
\ine;^ar. 

Ill  [7 ■')'■'>  there  were  eiglit  colored  persons  in  town,  and  one  of  them,  r>ydia 
Vork,  was  paid  £15,  old  tencjr,  the  ensuing- }  ear,  for  swee[»ing  the  meetiiig-liouse 
which  \vas  still  seated  according  to  "age  and  pay."  A  family  of  the  unfortunate 
Acadians,  or  French  neutrals,  from  (iraiid  Pre,  w  hose  tragic  fate  has  been  s(j 
toucliiiigly  ])ortraved  by  Mv.  J^ongfellow  in  his  "  I'^vangeline,"  was  in  IToii 
billet(-d  on  this  town.  They  were  treated  kindly,  the  i)eo]»le  sujipl^  ing  them 
\vitli  articles  of  food  and  raiment  at  the  public  expen^c;  as  for  example,  Mr. 
William  Bowers  was  allowed  in  llol  os.  ^!d.  for  supplying  the  French  family 
with  "  a  bushel  of  patates  and  half  a  bushel  of  beans."  Tlie  name  of  this  family 
was  Landeree.    It  lived  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Judith  Ividder. 

Nothing  could  be  done  in  those  days,  from  the  christening  of  a  child  to  the 
burial  of  the  dead,  without  the  use  of  alcohol,  and  this  year  the  town  allowed  to 
"Oliver  Abbt)t  8d.  for  a  quart  of  lilium  wdien  the  old  I'oiind  was  pidled  down." 
"  Deer  Reeves"  were  still  chosen,  and  the  "stock.s"  were  kept  in  repair  for  tlie 
lu-cks  of  the  wicked  ones. 

On  the  2(lth  of  January,  17»)o,  Henry  C'ummings  of  llollis,  N.  H.,  and  H.  C. 
17'iO,  S.T.I).  ]8()0,  w'a.s  ordained  as  the  fourth  minister,  his  juedecebsors  having 
been  Samuel  Whiting,  Samuel  l\uggle.s,  and  John  ("handler,  and  a  white  day 
indeed  it  w  as  for  Billerica,  since  he  pi-oved  to  be  a  very  able  and  learned  di\  ine 
and  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  a  pastor  here  for  more  than  tiO  }ears. 
He  \\  as  tall  and  connnanding  in  person;  he  liad  a  strong  voice  and  exercised  a 
powerful  iniluence  in  moulding  the  minds  and  in  training  the  hearts  of  the 
])(.  ()ple.  He  left  as  nnmy  as  seventeen  printed  sermons  and  discourses,  one  of 
which  \vas  preached  at  the  close  of  a  half-century  of  his  ministerial  career. 
I'liere  are  doubtless  persons  jiresent  who  can  Avell  reniendier  his  tall  and  digni- 
fied form,  his  three-cornered  hat,  his  white  bands,  his  silver  knee  buckles,  and 
the  res[)ect  and  consideration  wliieli  liis  venerable  presence  everywhere  ciun- 
manded.  'I'he  iuHuence  of  such  a  "country  parson"  is  often  mightier  tluui  that 
of  the  fashionable  city  preacher.  It  sometimes  moves  the  government  and  reaches 
into  foreign  courts.  Under  such  ji  minister  in  (iroton  the  Lawrence  family 
sprang  up,  whose  honored  names  cities  and  scientific  institutions  perpetuate. 
Dr.  Henry  Cummings  \vas  a  patriot  who  left  his  mark  upon  his  ag(>,  and  it  is 
.still  distinctly  visible. 

The  number  of  [leojjle  had  in  1705  increased  to  Ki-'ll,  of  Vlioiii  fourteen 
were  (.'olored,  yet  I  do  not  find  that  they  Avere  held  as  slaves. 
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But,  ladies  and  gentU'iiK'H,  a  tri'inL-iuloiis  >li-ugnli.'  whs  iiniiL'iuliiij;.  'IMio 
repeatotl  aggrc.s.sions  of  the  Jirilish  king  ami  |iarliaiiient  on  our  riglit>  must  Ije 
resisted.  Tlic  principles  of  freedom,  long  rlierislied  in  the  American  Ijrt-ast, 
must  come  front  to  front  with  the  tyiannic  measures  of  the  English  ministry, 
and  that  mighty  question  which  affects  the  destiny  of  this  \n  hole  world  be  solved 
and  settled.  Was  Hillerica  n()\\  idle  ^  No,  ladies  and  gentlemen,!  answer,  No! 
!^he  was  one  of  the  first  and  foremost  towns  to  avow  iier  intention  to  sustain  the 
cause  of  liberty,  cost  what  it  might.  It  surprises  me  to  read  the  record  of  the 
resolutions,  said  to  have  been  mainly  draw  u  up  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Cunnnings, 
which  the  town  unanimously  adojjted.  As  t  arly  as  Decendjer,  17()7,  the  town 
voted  not  to  use  articles  imported  from  aln-oad,  such  as  "loaf  sugar,  thread  lace, 
gold  and  silver  buttons,  silks,  cand)rics,  women's  and  c-hildren's  stays,  snulT, 
mustard,  clocks  and  watches,"  or  indeeil  anytliing  which  could  lie  nuule  at  home 
or  was  not  absolutely  needed.  On  the  2',)lli  of  August,  17i>y,  the  town  chose 
AVilliam  Stickney,  es(p  to  represent  it  in  a  con\ention  to  be  held  in  Faneuil 
Hall  "to  deliberate  on  the  critical  state  of  i)ublic  atfairs."  On  the  1st  of  Febru- 
ary, 1778,  it  voted  and  resolved  "that  the  late  acts  (jf  Parliament  for  raising  a 
revenue  in  the  colonies"  and  the  stationing  of  fleets  to  enforci.'  comjjliance,  "are 
intolerable  grievances  "  and  that  '*they  would  assist  their  brethren  in  the  conmion 
cause  throughout  the  continent."  On  the  13th  of  May,  1774,  the  to\vn  e-\i)ressed 
its  abhorrence  o(  the  act  permitting  tea  to  l)e  .^hipped  to  America ;  audi  sup- 
pose that  sassafras,  sage  and  pennyroyal  took  the  place  in  e\  er\  family  of  (jhl 
Bohea. 

It  was  resolved  in  town  meeting,  held  on  the  lith  of  dune  following,  "  that  a 
right  to  tax  America  has  no  better  foundation  in  ctiuity  and  reas(;n  than  the 
unlimited  prerogatives  of  Prince  Oharles  the  First,  and  dames  the  Second,  for 
the  which  the  one  lost  his  life  and  the  other  his  kingdom."  Mr.  Kbenezer 
Bridge,  wdio  had  recently  c(nne  to  live  in  town,  Mr.  Joshua  Abbot,  I 'apt.  Josiah 
Bowers,  Mr.  Ralph  Hill,  Dr.  'J'imothy  Daidorth,  Mr.  A\'illiam  Thompson  and 
Mr.  Solomon  Pollard,  were  then  chosen  a  connnittee  of  cun-respondence. 

On  the  22d  day  of  Sei)tend)er,  1771,  it  \\as  voti'd  in  that  old  meeting-house 
whose  remnants  front  the  common  on  the  east  —  it  slundd  be  as  sacred  to 
Billerica  as  the  Old  South  Church  is  to  Boston  — "  that  our  rejjresentative  i)ay  \\u 
regard  to  the  King's  new  mandamus  council,  nor  proceed  to  act  w  ith  them  ;"  and 
"  llnit  if  the  governor  should  dissolve,  jirorogue,  or  ad  journ  the  coui't,  tiuit  our 
rei)resentative  joine  the  house  in  forming  a  new  congress." 

Here,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  w  as  the  wry  key-note  of  the  xVmerican  Kevolu- 
tion,  struck  by  this  town  in  that  old  church  on  the  2iM  day  of  Sepli'ml  er,  1774. 
Let  it  ring  on  forever!  When  oHicial  tyranny  becomi's  inloleiable,  let  a  new 
congress  come. 

At  the  next  nu'cting  the  to\vn  voted  to  jjay  the  provincial  tax,  the  sinew  of 
war,  into  the  hands  of  Henry  (iaidner  of  Stow  ,  nceiver  of  the  new  congress  ; 
and  on  the  od  of  .January,  1775,  to  send  William  Stickney,  esq.,  to  represent  it 
in  that  illustrious  Itody. 
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Oil  tlie  toll()\vinj^  day  it  forwarded  forty  cif^lit  and  oiie-lialf  bushels  of  rye, 
two  and  one-half  bushels  of  com,  and  £5,  7s.  0^,  in  money,  to  assist  the  citizens 
of  Hohton,  and  it  was  agreed  on  the  3d  of  April  that  the  inhabitants  "entirely 
discontinue  tiie  gi\ing-  of  an\'  gloves  at  funerals,"  also  that  "we  will  use  our 
utnio>t  I'Ifoi'ts  t(j  i)revent  the  troo})s  now  stationed  in  Boston  from  luMiig  sujiplied 
with  mati.'rials  for  aniioyiiiL(  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,"  and  that  "  we  will 
not  >ulfer  any  team  t(;  load  in,  or  after  loailed,  to  pass  through  this  town  with 
an\-  timher,  boards,  S])ars,  pickets,  tent-poles,  cam  as,  brick,  iron,  wa_u;i,ons,  carts, 
carriage^,  intrenching  tools,  oats,  or  any  materials  for  makiiiu'  any  of  the  car- 
riages or  implements  aforesaid,  unless  the  teamster  can  proibice  from  one  of  the 
committee  of  corresiioiuleiice  for  the  town  ^vhere  he  loaded,  an  instrument  certi- 
fying his  name,  jilace  of  abode,  the  particulars  of  his  load,  the  person  who  sends, 
and  to  whom  to  be  delivereil."  The  to\\  ii  also  voted  that  "  the  alarm  list  meet 
and  form  into  a  (sompauy  on  the  (hiy  that  the  standing  companies  train."  It 
was  also  voted,  April  14th,  "  tliat  the  town  furnish  the  minute  men  with  bayonets 
and  cartridge  boxes." 

Thus,  resolution  after  resolution  to  meet  the  exigence,  was  unanimously 
adojjted  ;  and  on  the  '23d  day  of  May,  1770,  just  one  century  and  forty-two  days 
ago,  tliis  town  unanimously  and  gloriously  voted, —  Dr.  'I'imothy  Danforth 
being  moderator — "  that  if  the  Hon^''^  Congress,  for  the  safety  of  the  Colonies, 
declared  them  independent  of  Great  15ritain,  the}',  the  said  inhabitants,  will 
engage  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support  them." 

The  nonoral)le  Congress  did  for  the  safety  of  those  colonies,  on  the  fourth 
da}'  of  J  ul}',  177(5 — just  one  century  ago  to-day  —  "solemiil}'  ])ublish  and  declare 
tiiat  these  Cnited  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  Free  and  Independent 
States."  This  world  swung  forward  when  those  words  were  spoken,  as  when 
Christ,  the  son  of  CJod,  was  born, —  ami  the  voi(;e  of  Billerica  was  not  silent. 

But  did  she  translate  her  spirited  resolutions  into  action  i  Yes,  indeed,  with 
the  alacrity  of  men  meaning  business.  Never  w  as  a  tow  n  more  alive  and  wide 
awake  than  Billerica  in  1775-(i.  Committees  were  appointeil  to  hunt  up  the 
rusty  ba}'onets,  bloodied  in  the  old  Trench  war;  muskets  were  repaired  and 
burni>hed;  the  stock  of  powder  was  replenished;  a  comjiany  of  minute  men 
was  formed,  and  the  two  other  companies  were  drilled  weekly  on  the  comnujii. 

Here  a  party  was  engaged  in  nmning  bullets ;  here  another  in  making  car- 
tridges; here  a  grou])  of  women  was  l)usied  in  sewing  havt-rsacks  and  blankets, 
and  licre  a  group  of  children  in  braiding  cord  for  uniforms.  Every  man  was 
an.xious  to  jxissess  a  firelock,  and  sometimes  much  risk  was  incurred  to  obtain 
one.  For  instance,  one  of  the  citizens  of  Billerica,  Thomas  Ditson,  junior,  who 
happciieil  to  be  in  Boston  on  the  Dili  of  March,  1775,  was,  \vhile  endeavoring  to 
purchase  a  niu^ket  of  a  British  soldier,  arrested  under  the  pn^ence  that  he  was 
tempting  him  to  desert.  Having  tarred  and  featheretl  "  the  Yankee,"  as  they 
callcil  him,  a  com])any  of  Col.  Nesbit's  regiment  fastened  him  to  a  chair,  jilaced 
it  upon  a  truck  and  escorted  him  through  the  streets,  the  band  pla}'ing  "  \'ankee 
hiiodlc,"  to  the  "Libert}-  Tree"  and  then  set  him  free,     lie  afterwards  obtained 
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Ji  gun  aiul  did  good  service  with  it  througli  tlio  TJevoIution.  Tt  w  ere  fur  more 
li()noral)le  to  wear  a  coat  of  tar  and  fcatluT.s  in  the  cause  of  lihiTty  tliau  of  gold 
hice  in  that  of  those  wlio  tlius  in>ult(.'d  liini.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  the 
rehel  tune,  "  Vankee  DoodU',"  had  fc>r  tlic  hrst  tiuu'  I'higlisli  words  set  to  its 
rolUcksonie  measures. 

"Yankee  Doodle  came  to  town 
For  to  buy  a  firelock  , 
We  will  tiir  and  feiither  him, 
And  so  we  will  .John  Hancock." 

But  tlie  distinguislied  patriot  they  had  not  thi'  pk-asure  of  so  dressing;  and  it  is 
well  known  to  you  that  in  a  most  ci-itical  iiiomeiit  ;i  few  weeks  later,  Mr.  Amos 
W}  inan,  of  Hillerica,  aiforded  him  and  Samuel  Adams  a  slielter.* 

When  the  alarm  of  the  advance  of  b^Oo  British  grenadiers  on  Lexington, 
April  10,  1775,  reached  Billcrica,  the  hell  was  rung,  the  drums  heat  to  arms,  and 
Capt.  Jonathan  Stickney's  company  with  that  of  Capt.  Edward  I'armer  and  the 
minute  men  were  immediately  on  the  nuirch  towards  (\)ncord.  They  arrived  in 
season  to  annoy  the  British  in  their  retreat  tliroiigh  Lincoln,  and  during  the 
sharp  skirmish  in  that  town  one  of  our  men,  Nathaniid  Wyman,  fell,  ami  John 
Nichols  ^ind  Timothy  Blanchard  were  wouiuled.  Discovering  a  red-coat  making 
ready  to  fire  at  him  from  -hehind  a  tree,  Lt.  Asa  Spaulding,  grandfather  of  our 
heloved  Dea.  Edward  Spaulding,  leveled  his  gun  at  him  and  saw  him  fall.  On 
his  return  to  town  he  hrought  with  him  a  captive  soldier,  whom  he  kept  for  some 
time  at  his  house  in  the  west  i)art  of  thc^town,  as  ''a  specimen  of  the  red-coats." 

It  is  well  known  to  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  old  Bunker  Hill  was  first 
baptized  with  Billerica  l)lood.  Asa  Pollard,  who  lived  near  the  Fordway,  was 
the  first  man  killed  in  that  sanguinary  battle.  Li  ]\Iay  preceding,  at  the  old 
I'ollard  tavern  house-,  still  standing,  lObenezer  Bridge  was  elected  colonel,  and 
Dr.  J(jhn  Brooks,  of  Medford,  afterwards  goveinor  of  the  state,  major  <jf  the 
27th  regiment  of  foot,  which  eml)raced  Capt.  Jcuiathan  Stickney's  company  of 
volunteers  from  Billerica. 

On  Friday  evening,  June  Kith,  Col.  Bridge's  reginu'ut,  witli  packs  and 
entrenching  tools,  commenced  its  march  towards  Cluirlestown,  and  at  twelve 
o'cdock  that  starry  night,  with  the  men  of  war  on  the  right  and  left,  the  British 
arnjy  on  tlie  front,  began  silentl}^  to  raise  the  little  redoubt,  just  where  the  monu- 
ment now  stands.  There  might  havebeen  in  all  1200  men.  They  worked  on  steadily 
and  unobserved  mitil  the  morning  l)roke,  when  the  booming  of  the  guns  of  the 
British  frigate  "  Tiively  "  wakened  General  Howe  and  his  \\  liole  army  to  the  situ- 
ation. Soon  the  whole  fieet  oi)ened  a  concentiic  live  ujxtn  tin,'  fort;  yet  still  the 
men  within  worked  on.  But  one  sliot  from  the  "  Somerset,''  lying  at  tlu'  ferry, 
took  efl'ect,  and  that  stinick  olT  the  head  of  Asa  Bollard,  an  old  Indian  hunter  of 
BilkM'ica,  spattering  tiie  blue  coat  of  Col.  Brescott  and  the  fri'^ii  earth  with  his 
gore.    "What  shall  hi'  done  ^  "  en(|\iire(l  a  coiurade     "  Bury  hini  !  "  rt'i)lic{l  the 


*  See  Charles  Hiitlson's  History  of  I.exiiigton,  p.  17:i. 
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ffiillant  Prc'scott.  "What!  without  prayers?"  "  Vos !  "  said  the  comniaiider 
of  the  day,  "  liury  hiiu  and  let  tlic  work  go  on,"  ai\d  tlu-n  lie  w  alked  with 
fohled  arms  alony  the  crest  of  the  end)anknient  to  iii>])ire  his  raw  ri'eruits  with 
eonfideiiee.  In  the  terrific  onslaught  that  follo\scil,  Hillcrica  lost  Timothy 
Toothaker,  Benjamin  Easty,  Benjamin  Wilson  and  Samuel  Hill.  f'ol.  liridj^e 
was  twice  wounded.    The  musket  did  the  praying  on  that  day. 

This  battle  changed  the  destiny  of  the  world.  It  was  the  first  grand  resist- 
ance on  the  field  of  freenu-n  against  kingly  usur])ation.  It  was  the  inscription 
of  those  rights  in  letters  of  blood  which  make  this  nation  over  ever\'  other 
nation  glorious ;  and  the  very  lirst  letter  of  that  inscription  was  made  b}'  Asa 
Pollard  of  Pillerica.  His  name  therefore  is  known,  and  will  be  known  in  story. 
The  town  continued  to  exhibit  tlie  same  j)atriotic  si)irit,  raising-  its  fidl  quota  of 
men  and  money,  through  the  Hevolution.  It  was  bravidy  rei)resenteil  in  all  the 
great  l)attles  of  the  war. 

On  the  U'id  of  June,  1770,  the  town  ele(!ted  the  l\ev.  Henry  Cunimings  as  its 
delegiite  to  the  con\ention  for  the  formation  of  the  state  constitution;  and 
when  Daniel  Shays  in  1780  rebelled  against  the  state  authority,  the  town 
sent  its  c()m])any  of  artillery  through  a  Janiuiry  snow  storm,  under  conunand  of 
Major  .bnnithan  Stickney,  to  guard  thi^.  court  at  Cambridge.  This  gallant  otlicer 
died  April  IlOth,  1802,  and  sleeps  in  yonder  cemetery.  His  wife  bore  the  .-singular 
nanie  of  Silence,  so  that  every  time  he  called  her  to  his  side  he  bade  her  keep 
lu'r  tongue  still.    He  named  his  only  daughter  Silence.-'' 

The  town  soon  recu))erated  from  the  exhausting  effect  of  the  Kevolution, 
and  many  iinprovemei\ts  were,  from  time  to  time,  introduced.*  The  stocks  were 
knocked  overboard,  a  nu)re  liberal  style  of  living  was  adopted,  and  the  old 
homesteads  gradually  assumed  a  neater  ami  more  beautiful  ai)pearance.  A 
j)Ost-ottice  was  established  in  17U(),  under  the  management  of  Mr.  ,Ionathan 
Bowers.  Some  five  years  later,  a  stagt'-coach  passed  through  the  town,  making 
its  way  from  Amherst,  X.  II.,  to  lioston  in  about  two  days.  It  was  "the  sensa- 
tion "  of  the  period. 

On  the  7tli  of  Janiuiry,  1798,  the  fourth  nu'eting  house  was  dedicated,  and 
its  tine  architectural  proi)ortions  indicate  the  taste  of  the  jieople  at  that  time. 

Xothwtihstanding  the  depletion  of  the  ])0]>ulation  by  the  formation  of 
Carlish',  in  1780,  the  town  at  the  connnencenu'Ut  of  the  present  century  con- 
tained 1;}8;}  inhabitants,  and  perha))s  "the  Corner,"  ^\  hen-  the  stages  parted  for 
Salem,  Avas  the  busiest  section. 

In  1808  a,  clock,  the  lieipiest  of  the  good  Dea.  Joshua  Al)bot,  who  also  left 
tlu'  town  a  U'gacy  for  the  support  of  sacred  nnisic,  a\  a>  place(l  u]»on  the  tower  of 
the  churcli. 

The  Orthodox  meeting-house  w;is  dedicated  Januaiw  :'.0,  1S;;(),  and  in  the 
year  ensuing,  the  Ba])tist  nuH'ting  house  at  the  "  ( 'orm  r,"  w  hich  w  as  suhsecjueiitly 
)'eiuove(l  to  the  centre  of  the  to\vn. 


*  .^tc  the  .^lickncy  Kaiiiily,  j). 
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()u  the  20tli  of  May,  1855,  tlie  town  held  ;i  graiul  hi-centeiiiiu\l  celebration, 
aiitl  listene(l  to  an  elociuent  address  from  the  Hon.  .losepli  Hiehard>oii,  a  di.stin- 
j^iiishcd  nati\c  of  the  place,  who  ;j,rew  up  luidc  r  tlie  tutclauf  of  llio  Ke\'.  Dr. 
Cununings. 

"NVlien  the  last  war  broke  out  in  18(11,  Rillurica  was  as  j)r()in[)t  as  in  the  old 
Ivevolution  to  respoiul  to  the-  call  of  duty.  From  N.  I).  T.  I'oster,  thi'  first  nian 
who  enlisted,  ^^•e  rec'kon  one  hundred  aiul  forty-seven  soldiers  and  seanun 
furnished  by  this  toA\  n ;  and  from  New  Orleans  to  ( iett3'sl)ur^-,  the  sods  of  the 
battlefield  drank  tlieir  blood. 

Hy  his  munificence  an  honoreil  citizen  of  the  town  established  a  liaptist 
church  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  increasing!,-  poi)ulation  of  North  Hillei'ica;  and 
soon  afterwards  a  Homanist  cluu-ch  arose  in  that  locality  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  our  Catholic  brethren. 

In  respect  to  education,  this  tow  n  has  ever  manifested  a  lively  interest.  As 
early  as  1G7'.»,  the  good  Dea.  .Josei)li  Thomi)son  taught  the  children  liow  "to 
read  and  write;"  there  were  also  "women  ^chole  dames,"  who  either  scolded  or 
kept  scdiool  —  perhaps  they  did  a  little  of  Itoth.  Master  Jonathan  Kidder,  U.  ('. 
1751,  was  long  a  noted  teacher  here.  He  ke])t  what  ^\as  calkMl  a  "moving 
school,"  and  the  to\vn  was  divided  into  "squadrons"  for  this  i)ur])(»se.  There 
was  a  grannnar  school-house  at  the  Centre  as  early  as  1757.  Dr.  Kl)enezer  Teiu- 
berton  had  a  respectable  academy  here  from  17U7  to  1808;  and  fi-om  1821  to 
]8;)0  "the  Billerica  xVcademy  "  shed  its  genial  rays  of  light  through  the  com- 
munity. "The  Howe  School,"  founded  by  the  liberality  of  the  distinguished 
jihysician.  Dr.  Zadok  Howe,  and  dedicated  Mt^y  '-'A,  1852,  is  a  benison  to  this 
whole  region,  and  our  })ublic  schools,  sustained  by  an  annual  api)ro])riatiou  of 
about  83,200,  are  as  good  as  any  in  the  state. 

As  a  result  of  this  long  continued  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  liillerica 
has  produced  its  full  quota  of  distinguished  men  and  women,  teachers,  orators, 
advocates,  statesmen,  physicians  and  divines,  whose  names,  did  time  iiermit,  1 
very  ghnlly  would  repeat.  But  among  this  nund)er  1  caimot  forbear  to  mention 
that  of  Major  Samuel  Tarker,  the  original  inventor  of  the  leather-splitting 
machine,  by  which  millions  of  dollars  have  been  added  to  the  wealth  of  the 
country;  that  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Peabody,  author  of  niany  valuabU'  works  on 
education;  and,  do  you  think,  ladies  and  gentlenu'n,  that  New  Ifampshii'e  evi'r 
had  a  better  gove'rnor  than  Onslow  Stearns,  or  this  old  Bay  State  than  Thouias 
Talbot  / 

Above  most  of  our  other  towns,  liillerica  has,  fi-om  the  outset,  been  felicit- 
ous in  her  j)rofessional  and  i)ublic  men.  From  honest  Joseph  Thompson  d(twn 
to  Samuel  Tucki-r,  it  has  had  good  teachers  ;  from  the  lu'V.  Samuel  Whiting 
down  to  the  present  reverend  i»astors,  it  has  had  good  preachers.  Its  deacons 
have  been  honest  deacons.  Its  physicians,  from  Dr.  Koger  '('ootluikt-r  down  to 
Dr.  (jeorge  Albert  Monroe,  sustain  a  noble  record;  and  its  military  nuMi  have 
done  tlieir  duty.  Hence,  as  T  believe,  the  town  lias,  from  the  start,  liei'U  making 
progress  ;  slow  indeed,  Itut  cei'tain,  to  this  \  rry  lioin-. 
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Tlii^  jji-oj^Ti'ss,  like  tliu  yi'owlli  ul"  tlioe  tall  piiK-.s  thai  lucatlii'  tlifir  iiiusic 
nwv  us,  has  hc'Oii  so  L;ra(liial  as  to  escape  daily  observation  ;  but  compare  it  by 
long  periods,  as  from  177ti  to  IHTO,  and  it  becomes  very  distinctly  visible.  Please 
think  ot"  it  !  In  1770  it  took  the  town  a  year  or  iiKjre,  and  gallons  of  grog,  to 
throw  a  bridge  across  this  Concord  river;  now  y(ju  do  it  as  a  pastime,  with  the 
l)e>l  of  all  Iteverages,  cold  water. 

Then  the  ladies  came  to  church  on  pillions,  or  on  foot ;  but  n(j\v  they  ride  in 
decent  carriages.  Then  the  oidy  musical  instrument  in  the  church  was  an  old 
wooden  pitch  pii)e  ;  now  you  listen  to  the  s\\  eet-toiied  organ.  Then  they  sat 
through  the  Kev.  Dr.  Cuininings'  long  di.scouise  m  iili  frozen  t(je>  and  fiiigei  s  ; 
now  the  furnace  and  the  stove  impart  their  genial  warmth. 

Then  the  school-books  were  the  "New  Kngland  Primer"  and  the  "  I'sal- 
lei- ;  "  now  they  present  the  line^t  specimens  of  our  I'aigli>h  literature.  Then 
the  c-hildren  were  pushed  up  the  ladder  of  leariung  b)'  the  tingling  twigs  of  the 
white  birch  tree  ;  iu)\\  they  ascend  much. higher  by  the  sw  eet  music  of  })ersuasion. 

Then  the  jjlow  was  but  a  crooked  stick  with  a  wooden  cindter  ;  now  it  is  an 
instrument  tit  for  a  king  to  follow.  Then  brown  bread  and  Indian  pudding, 
b(nled  so  hard  that  you  coidd  roll  it  as  a  nine-pin  ball  a(n-oss  the  Hoor,  were  the 
nniin  pabidum  ;  now  you  have  the  finest  flour,  and  reliiU'il  sugar  to  sweeten  it. 

Then  the  odoriferous  Hye-pot  stood  in  the  capacious  chinniey  corner,  the 
I'lumsy  handdoom  near  it;  now  the  comfortable  stove,  and  the  elegant  piano 
take  the  i)lace  (jf  then\. 

Then  tlie  town  had  several  haunted  houses,  and  almost  ever\'  i»erson  stood 
in  fear  of  evil  sjiirits,  siiectres,  apparitions  ;  no^v  the  gho^ts  and  goblins  have 
gone  under. 

Then  they  lighted  the  houses,  church  and  all,  by  dim  tallow  candles,  started 
by  a  Mint  and  tinder  box  ;  now  you  have  the  brilliant  gas,  or  kerosene. 

Tln'U  they  carried  on  a  courtship",  sitting  in  high-backed  pine  settees,  ov 
s(  tiles,  n<.  they  called  them,  until  the  birds  began  to  sing  in  thenujnnng;  now 
3'ou  sit  on  t;rimsoii  cushioned  sofas,  and,  1  hope,  retire  in  season. 

Tln'n  \^  hat  the  Kev.  Henry  Cunnnings  thought  and  taught  Avas  "  law  and 
gospel  ;"  now  you  ha ve  oi)inions  of  your  own,  and  dare  to  avow  them.  Then 
the}  had  no  in>truments  of  martial  music  but  the  drum,  the  life  and  trumpet; 
now  you  have  a  military  band  of  many  piece>.  Tln'ii  the}'  had  no  poet  here; 
now  you  have  one  of  the  .-eventh  g<.'neration  from  an  origiinil  settler,  who 
i  h}  ine>  as  easil}'  as  tin-  tlcjwers  e.xhale  their  |HM  fume.  TIumi  this  tow  u  had  no 
n)anufact(n  ies ;  now  \'ou  make  woolens,  d\'e  stutT>,  chemical.'-  for  the  millions. 

Then  mail}-  person^  in  the  town  could  not  >pell  "  1  Jillerica  ;"  now,  1  think, 
all  over  leu  yi'ars  old  can  do  it  —  >ome  way. 

So  you  see  the  marks  of  jirogress  evi'ry  w  here,  and  none  e.\ci'])t  the  author 
"'idle  Post  Arts"  thinks  that  wt'  and  all  the  rest  of  tin'  wmid  are  going  the 
other  wa}  .  Pach  gent'rat ion  pas>ing  has  left  u>  sonicihin^;,  and  liavi'wc  not  then 
some  reason,  ladii's  ami  ge'iitlenien,  as  we  behold  our  pre>ent  pro.^perit}'  as  a  town, 
the  vii'lue,  intelligence,  iiidustr}',  urbanity  and  condori  of  (jur  people,  ik»w  in 
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tlu'  (•oDiiiK'iiCL'iin.'nl  «t'  aiiotlier  ci'iilui-y,  loDiuiiij^  up  w  itli  a  rL'.--i)k:iHlfiice  hitlierto 
imkiHjwn, —  have  we  not,  I  a.<k,  some  reascju  lo  thank  (iod  to-thiy,  and  take 
courage  for  new  enterprise  and  higlier  vantage  i^round  '. 

Hut  what  is  to  be  done  '.  iMueh,  ever}'  way,  bul  most  respectfully  I  Avould 
sugL>est  these  points  : 

I.  Our  town  records,  which  have  been  admirably  kept,  from  Danforth 
down  to  Foster,  need  immediate  attenti(ju.  'I'hey  are  amon^^  our  most  jirecious 
treasures,  worthy  to  be  set  in  gold  ;  but  the  early  books  aie  worn  and  torn  —  in 
l)art  illej;ible.  Should  not  then  some  person,  well  skilled  in  an('ient  sciipt,  be 
employed,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  transcribe  ihem  '.  Vov  \viiat  is  the  use  in 
recorcbng  unless  we  take  i)ains  to  prcser\  e  the  record  '. 

II.  From  the  faint  tracinj^s  1  have  this  hour  presi'uted  from  these  records, 
is  it  not  evident  that  this  t(jwn  has  done  some  things  worthy  to  he  jjrinted  in  the 
form  of  a  h^cal  history  i  Well,  then,  shall  not  measures  ha  aihipted,  ere  the 
early  records  ])erish,  and  the  dear  old  people  pass  away,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  such  a  work  '. 

III.  The  town  has  generously  raised  a  granite  monument  to  ))eri)etuate  the 
nieuiory  of  those  brave  men  who  fell  in  unv  late  w  ar.  Will  it  not  then  consent  t<j 
lift  another  shaft  ujton  its  beautiful  coinnuni,  that  shall  hear  on  one  side  the 
iKimes  of  those  killed  by  the  Indians,  on  am)thcr  fat'c  the  names  of  those  killed 
in  the  old  French  war,  and  still  on  another  front  the  names  of  those  who  wert' 
lost  in  the  great  Hevolution  ?  And  should  not  the  name  of  Asa  I'ollard  lead  the 
roll  of  honor 

IV.  \^^'\\\  you  permit  me  also  to  submit  whether  the  ancient  central  ceme 
tery,  \vhich  enslirines  the  sacred  dust  of  so  many  w(jrthies  of  this  ioww,  which 
strangers  come  from  afar  to  visit,  and  to  trace  tlu-refrom  their  genealogies,  has 
received  those  decorative  touches  \vhich  the  taste  of  this  progressive  age 
demands  '. 

\ .  Also  with  great  resi)ect  I  wotdd  remind  you  that,  with  all  its  improve- 
ments, Hillcrica  still  needs  a  public  library,  in  which  the  literary  })nKluctions  of 
its  s(jns  and  daughters,  together  with  the  relics  of  the  olden  times  and  specimens 
of  the  natural  curiosities  of  the  i)lace,  might  be  preserved  for  the  instruction  and 
divertisement  of  the  people,  and  then, 

VI.  For  the  bcJietit  of  us  all  who  ari',  and  are  to  come,  may  I  not  just 
breathe  —  a  railroad!  Yes,  a  railroad,  and  these  whispering  ])ines  seem  to  res- 
jtond — "a  railroad!"  This  centennial  \ear,  a  railroad,  jusl  to  ^vaken  us  from 
our  slumbers,  and  to  let  the  outside  world  realize  that  liilleriea  still  lives! 
Mature  luis  made  the  i)athway,  the  means  are  in  your  hands.  Bu>iness  demands 
it,  you  can  have  it  if  }'ou  will.  Now  will  you  ha\  e  it  Hut  these  are  not  ser- 
monic  applications  ;  they  are  merely  whisperings  to  men  of  \s  isdom. 

As  she  now  stands,  Hillcrica  is  a  grand  old  historic  Xown,  full  of  dear  associ- 
ations, scenic  beauty,  and  generous  hearted  i)eoi)le, —  a  fair  gem  in  the  diadem 
of  the  mition  ! 
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1  have  travelled  over  the^e  Uniled  States  and  observed,  to  some  extent,  the 
liabits  and  the  industries  of  the  jjeople  ;  I  have  erossetl  the  sea,  and  studied  hjng 
the  cities,  towns  and  vilhiges,  the  customs  and  the  institutions  of  old  Europe,  and 
1  can,  from  the  inuernu)st  chamber  of  my  heart,  attirni  that  I  liave  found  in  this 
w  ide  woi  ld,  no  kinder,  l^etter,  happier  ])eople  than  in  Billerica  ;  no  spot  where  I 
Would  i-atlier  live,  or  sleep  my  final  sleep. 

Hut  our  felicity,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  consists  in  progress.  'I'hen  shall  we 
not  aspire  to  tte  a  still  kinder,  lovelier,  wiser,  heavenlier  eomnuniity.  Shall  we 
not  still  rise  in  strength  and  beauty,  and,  as  our  centennial  elm  ascends  from 
year  to  year,  and  spreads  forth  its  graceful  ])ranches  and  its  verdant  foUuge, 
comforting  ami  protecting  numy,  shall  not  we  thus  lifting  our  arms  heavenward, 
grow  in  every  grace  ami  virtue,  and  ])ass  the  loveliness  of  noble  deeds  onward  to 
the  coming  generations,  so  that  the  speaker  at  the  next  centennial,  in  looking 
))ack  nniy  trace  a  still  grander  jjrogress  than  we  have  done,  and  most  devoutly 
say,  as  we  now  do,  (Jul)  ijless  thi-:  town  of  Billkkic.x^  ! 
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